LAST (Los Angeles Steering Team) Meeting Minutes

Algalita Marine Research Foundation office

Thursday, January 22, 2004, 7 pm

1. Introductions.  

Members in attendance included:  

	Name
	Organization
	Phone
	Email

	Charles Moore
	Algalita Marine Research Foundation
	(562) 439-4545
	cmoore@algalita.org 

	Gwen Lattin
	Algalita Marine Research Foundation
	(562) 598-4889
	lattingl@hotmail.com

	Kerry Flaherty
	Southern California Marine Institute
	(310) 519-3176
	kflahert@csulb.edu 

	Erick Burres
	SWRCB - Clean Water Team
	(213) 576-6788
	eburres@rb4.swrcb.ca.gov 

	Claire Grozinger
	Bolsa Chica Conservancy
	(714) 536-4632
	sgrozinger@socal.rr.com 

	Cheryl Searcy
	Bolsa Chica Conservancy
	(714) 960-9512
	cherls@socal.rr.com 

	Martin Carreon
	DIVERS
	(714) 871-8208
	N1diver@aol.com 

	Don Schultz
	Surfrider Foundation
	(562) 430-2260
	ssurfdad@cs.com 

	Thea Wang
	Friends of Los Angeles River
	(323) 223-0585
	mail@folar.org 

	Linda Chilton
	Cabrillo Marine Aquarium
	(310) 548-7562
	lchilton@rap.lacity.org 

	Angie Bera
	Santa Monica BayKeeper
	(310) 305-9645 x3
	octopus@smbaykeeper.org 


2.  Completed 319 grant Products – Kerry Flaherty

Kerry shared a powerpoint presentation of the outcomes of the 319 grant work that she also shared at the stakeholders meeting for Los Angeles and San Gabriel Rivers on December 17, 2003.  She distributed copies of a CD with the database, data review, and final report.  The field guide copies were distributed.  An electronic copy is also located on the Heal the Bay website (http://www.healthebay.org/streamteam/).  The database was sent to the State Water Resources Control Board in Microsoft Access 2000 format.

3. Reagent reorders are available through Kerry.  Erick Burres also has extra standards if needed.  A more complete reagent shelf life list, sampling form and chain of custody forms were distributed, as well.  

4. QA/QC session agreed upon for the 19th of February beginning at 4 pm until 9 pm.  Arrive when you can.

5.  Bight study ’03 Sampling

· Sampling is done every 5 years

· Orange County Coastkeeper, Santa Monica BayKeeper, Heal the Bay, and SCMI participated in the bacteria lab comparison.  Kerry will send out the lab results to show how volunteer groups did in the bacterial intercalibration analysis when available.

· Samples from the shoreline and surf zone were compared around 8 river systems (San Gabriel River, Malibu Creek, Ballona Creek, Santa Ana River, Tijuana River, San Diego Bay, Aliso Creek, and San Elijo Lagoon).  SurfRider, Huntington/Seal Beach and Santa Monica BayKeeper are coordinating volunteers for two of the sampling sites (San Gabriel River and SurfRider beach [Malibu creek], respectively).  The first sampling event (dry weather) was in September.  Two storm events will be sampled as well, and volunteers are needed.

6.  The dates for SCMI’s Seasonal Bacteria Study will be 2/26, 5/25, 8/10 and 11/4.  These dates are coordinated with negligible change in tides.  Noted that with low tide there is limited debris and with high tide more is on the shore.  The sampling is the same time each collection (9 – 12 noon)

7.  The next meeting will be at the FoLAR River Center on May 4 at 7 pm.  Address is 570 W. Avenue 26, phone is (323) 223-0585.  We will try to have a speaker on storm drain inserts (Michael Hazard from Krystar).  Erick will contact him.

8. Group updates:

Algalita Marine Research Foundation

 
Charles Moore reported on his Prop 13 grant looking at plastic factories and their impact on stormdrains.  He presented at the LA/San Gabriel River Watershed Stakeholders Meeting on December 17, 2003.  Ask Rick Harter if you want to be added to the mailing list to be informed of meetings.  This grant will be looking at trash less than 5 mm after ¼” rain.  This is the most abundant trash on Orange Co. Beaches and outweighs plankton 6:1 on trip to Pacific Gyre.  A newer method of plastic molding for kayaks, toys, etc is “rotomolding”, and produces a new type of plastic problem:  “microdust.”  This industry has been growing 2 – 5% per year.

LA County will buy catch basin inserts, if cities will service.  Algalita will maintain some to gather plastic debris needed for study.  This grant will find out the mass emissions or total load – flood stage after rain event.  Algalita will need volunteers to weigh the human made debris vs. natural debris and for help with sorting.  Stacey Jordan Aldridge will present findings in 2 weeks at a meeting.  Gwen Lattin is working with Ann Zelleis at Redondo SEA Lab.

State Water Resources Control Board

The State Board has surveyed discharges into areas of special Biological Significance along the California coast.  Dominic Gregorio and Shelly have mapped 1,600 discharges into 34 areas of biological significance.  The state board released amendments for the Areas of Special Biological Significance Ocean Plan.  Santa Monica BayKeeper has also been involved in this effort.

Laguna Beach has full bacteria lab but no one is using it, IDEXX, etc.  County Health Labs at Shellmaker willing to do bacterial splits.  

Santa Monica BayKeeper

May 1st is Coastwide snapshot day.  www.coast4u.org has the final report of the California coastal snapshot on May 17, 2003.  The results turned out well.  There is a voluntary commitment this year – no money attached.  Need to keep collecting basic parameters and with higher science.  Regional office can help fund some.

BayKeeper is running a Clean cities – Clean Oceans Contest, fill out forms for prizes.

Bolsa Chica Conservancy

Rabbit Island at Bolsa Chica – just inland with protected species of owl.  Fish and Game is not in purview.  There is a clean-up plan so that it can get restored.  Can’t build an inlet without a plan.  This restoration will be a ten-year project, not likely to be done by ’07.

SurfRider, Huntington/Seal Beach

Don Schultz and Erick Burres attended the Coastal Coalition Meetings.  Dealing with catch basins in Newport/Seal Beach.

Surfrider also recently obtained small grant from Blue Planet to work with High School students at Seal Beach Pier. A 10K grant from Saturn will also be used for water quality projects.  The high school has 3 sites close to AES plant are hotspot concerns and part of the snapshots.

Surf Contest in Seal Beach this weekend.

SCMI

SCMI did not receive Sea Grant funding for Ecology Day or for additional volunteer monitoring support through the 319 h program.  SCMI will be looking into additional funding possibilities for these programs.

SCMI is doing data collection on student boat trips including water quality, fish counts, invertebrate counts, and plankton identification.


The SCMI website is being updated and will include volunteer water quality data, boat trip data, and other information once it’s up and running.

FoLAR

FoLAR has its major annual river clean-up (La Gran Limpieza) April 30/May 1st; 21 sites are monitored. Monthly sampling and quarterly bacterial testing is also being conducted on the LA River.

Cabrillo Marine Aquarium

Earth Day festivities will be held at Cabrillo on April 24, 2004. If you want to set up a booth, let Linda know.

