LAST (Los Angeles Steering Team)

Meeting Minutes 11/27/01

Members present:  Julie Barr – California Coastkeeper, Angie Bera - Santa Monica BayKeeper, Erick Burres – SWRCB-Clean Water Team, Martin Carreon – D.I.V.E.R.S.,  Linda Chilton – Cabrillo Marine Aquarium, Ray Hiemstra – Orange County CoastKeeper, Charles Moore – Algalita Marine Research, Jessica Morton – CA Coastal Commission,  Don Schulz – Surfrider Foundation, Carl Weissberg – citizen monitor, Karin Wisenbaker – SCMI

1. Introductions

2. Erick shared that there are three regional coordinators through the state who coordinate data and needs of citizen groups.  They also bring a statewide view of data needs.  Goal is to build a larger stewardship view and to assist Resource Conservation Districts.  Technical protocols are up on the website.  www.swrcb.ca.gov/nps/volunteer.html

3. Revitalizing the committee.  

How can we be more productive, work as a team with every member as an equal partner?  Overlap enough for QA without wasting effort?  Who will facilitate?

4. Team goals:  agreed to develop through interaction, participate to achieve and make sure to obtain promotion of monitoring, press coverage, increase public awareness.  All members will actively participate and are welcome.  There is a tremendous need for the environmental data.  Feedback will be critical to ensure we are on track and fulfilling the needs of all present.  Decision-making is shared equally and problem-solving involves everyone in the team effort.  The collective process is critical.  Leadership will be those taking the rudder and leading in the direction of needed creativity – tap into what groups have to offer, how it fits into our goals.  It is important to connect via e-mail.  Quarterly reports are submitted through 319.

5. Proposed mission statement and bylaws were distributed.  

6. Nominations and selection of Angie as Chairperson, Karin as Facilitator and Linda as Secretary.

7. Recommendations of individuals to be invited as part of the technical advisory committee (requested to advise of training opportunities and to respond to questions) included:  Marc Gold, Heather Trimm, Shelly Luce, Steve Weisberg, Mark Abramson, Larry Koop/Steve Bay, Erick Burras, and Emiko Kopiashi

Karin and Angie will follow-up in asking these individuals to serve on the technical advisory committee.

8. Update on 319 grant.  Had a QA/QC session the beginning of Oct.  Funding is to organize citizen monitors, provide QA/QC, to do split samples to ensure good/valid techniques are used to get data.  Will be revising QAPP.  

Give Karin wish list for supplies and equipment.

Still available from Huntington Beach – chemical with IDEX kits.

At last QA/QC, a large wish list was developed and will be gone through. There is  a $1,000 grant for citizen monitoring supplies and equipment.

Contract for 319 went through at the end of 2000.

The field guide should be out end of June – Mark will be asked to share with groups ahead of time to modify for this area so other groups voices are not left out.  It will be a broad-based manual.  Julie met with Crystal and Mark and the OC, SM and SD BayKeepers and gave Mark piles of information about the bodies in Southern California.  A little into the agriculture, urban environment, etc.  It will be based upon Streamteam’s guide.

Charlie expressed that it is critical to include marine debris as they arrive at the watershed.  This should include sampling for pieces that are less than 5 mm in size with baby manta trawls from the bridges also stream bottom samples.  Not only aesthetic concern but issues with ingestion and hormone disruptive properties important to address.

9. Attempts as coordinated data submittal have been tried in the past without success.  It is now possible through SCMI to submit data to the state water board by getting it to Karin.  Julie will get database to each of us to use for entering data.  Unless data collection is for some reason specialized it can all be submitted together making for a stronger data set.  Data can then be used to move toward reform.  Can submit data and get a report back.   Separation for data:  estuary, fresh, and saltwater recording with each having a place holder showing what is being done and where we are.  Unifying to a similar guide for data entry will allow for interface and getting a response.  Goal is to make existing data usable and observable by the public.  Database is very user friendly.  You can look at own data and identify hot spots for further testing.  It is important that volunteers can see the results of monitoring.  Let Erick know when data is being submitted so he can follow up on how it is being used.  Julie will e-mail and go over with those interested about the data entry system used by CoastKeeper.

10. Regional and State boards have GIS capabilities.

11. Our next meeting will address database management and GIS.  Julie will do a tutorial.

12. Coastal Ecology Day – SCMI coordinated since 1994.  This year 4 or 5 groups will be back on board to complete data collection.  Karin is going through data, analyzing and getting it up on their website.  Significant concerns about loving to death our tidepools from Baja to the Berring Sea.

13. We’ll develop a list serve where questions can be posed and Angie will be sure to get answers from technical advisory committee.

14. Regulatory Update:

A. Regional Board – Water quality for Ahmanson Ranch, Bradley International Hall 6pm meeting for 401 State Board Certification to fill 7.22 acres including 6.4 acres of wetland.  Push has been for a cultural heritage site instead.  December 13th.

B. Supplemental environment program workshop was held to share how to develop proposals that can be submitted and used for SEP’s.  Non-profits can submit a project to be placed on a pre-approved list or the agency can bring its own proposal to the table.  To get information call Parvenett at (213)576-6600 to find out what is needed.  The first due date is Dec. 14th but it will be updated every 4 – 6 months.  You can submit more than one.  A range of options might be best.  The project is funded through a contractual agreement with a final report to the Water Board.  Regional Board will work with you to get funded.  Take a look at impact and restore what might have been.   Put effective BMP in place and evaluate how effective.  Something tangible is important.  LA and LB harbor fines could be beneficial to resource replacement.

15. Yearly coastal snapshot.  Can we do this?  

16. LA River is doing biological monitoring the weekend of the 8th of December.

17. A directory of monitoring programs through the state needs to be updated.  Erick will do a survey this January.  

18. Next meeting is in January.  Important to invite others too.  

19. A good idea to develop a referral for volunteers to each of our organizations and agencies to share when volunteers come in.  We can bring this to the next meeting too.

