LAST (Los Angeles Steering Team) Meeting Minutes

Friends of the Los Angeles River office

Tuesday, May 4, 2004, 7 pm

1. Introductions.  

Members in attendance included:  

	Name
	Organization
	Phone
	Email

	Kerry Flaherty
	Southern California Marine Institute
	(310) 519-3176
	kflahert@csulb.edu 

	Erick Burres
	SWRCB - Clean Water Team
	(213) 576-6788
	eburres@rb4.swrcb.ca.gov 

	Martin Carreon
	DIVERS
	(714) 871-8208
	N1diver@aol.com 

	Thea Wang
	Friends of Los Angeles River
	(323) 223-0585
	mail@folar.org 

	Rick Harter
	Los Angeles/San Gabriel Rivers Watershed Council
	(213) 229-9945
	rick@lasgrwc.org 

	Angie Bera
	Santa Monica BayKeeper
	(310) 305-9645 x3
	octopus@smbaykeeper.org 


2.  Speaker – Michael Hazzard was unable to make the meeting, so the presentation was cancelled.

3.  SCMI website – Kerry Flaherty.

A draft SCMI website can be found at http://www.scmi.us.  Under the programs tab, there is a link for Citizen Monitoring where all of the 319 products will be found.  A searchable database of water quality data is also in the works.  There is also a tentative link for the LAST committee with logos and links to all of our organizations.  The by-laws, agendas, minutes, and other announcements can be posted there as well.  Kerry asked for comments on the site.

4. Bacteria reagent donation – Kerry Flaherty.  

Several hundred Colilert 24 reagents were donated to SCMI through SurfRider and Orange County Sanitation.  These were made available to those that process bacteria, and those groups that would like to have samples analyzed will be offered a reduced rate.

4. QA/QC session results from 19th of February – Kerry Flaherty.  

QA/QC results were sent out to all participants.  Kerry asked if there were any questions about them, and will meet with individual groups to discuss. 

5. Snapshots

· May 1, 2004 was California Coastwide Snapshot Day.  SCMI and D.I.V.E.R.S. participated.  Other groups had conflicts with the date.  Extra T-shirts were given out.

· May 25, 2004 is the spring sampling event for SCMI’s Seasonal Bacteria Study.  Any group interested in collecting water quality on that date or bringing in samples for bacterial analysis is welcome.

· June 5, 2004 is a large sampling event for Santa Monica BayKeeper.  Again, any group interested in collecting water quality on that date or bringing in samples for bacterial analysis is welcome.

· The Great American Secchi Dip-In will be going on in the first week in July.

· October 18, 2004 is World Monitoring Day.  This would be a good time for new groups to start monitoring.  Erick Burres mentioned that San Diego had a great turn-out for this event last year and even sent monitors overseas.

6.  The next meeting will be in August on a date, time, and place to be announced.

8. Group updates:

State Water Resources Control Board – Erick Burres

Erick is doing a presentation on bioassessment at the Keeper convention in San Diego the weekend of June 5, 2004.  There is also a rapid trash assessment that he does training for that was originally created in Region 2 and a refined version is found on the Clean Water Team website.


There is a job opportunity with Erick for a student intern.  Anita is graduating.  Erick has been looking around for other jobs and may decide to move to San Diego so that he can work on a PhD.


Money has become available for two projects from State Board.  Ventura RiverKeeper will be monitoring in Calleguas Creek and a QAPP is being drafted by Damon.  Friends of the Santa Clara River are also getting a contract for BMP assessment on the river.


There are 2 day workshops for water quality and bioassessment training scheduled in Northern California in June (Redding and Fresno).  Some community college professors may participate and then be able to train others maybe making it a certification program in Watershed Stewardship.


SWAMP standards are found online for multimeters and bioassessment.


The State Board is working on a GIS database with maps of watersheds and who is monitoring what.  CALWATER will be fixed and made user friendly.


A large grant was received for reagents and supplies.  Erick asked if it would be better used for another staff person.  Most agreed that it would be more helpful to have someone to help with new monitoring programs than to have money for lab services and supplies.

Santa Monica BayKeeper – Angie Bera


Santa Monica BayKeeper’s big sampling event is on June 5, so Angie will miss the Keeper convention in San Diego.  Angie could use any type of lab help that can be spared on that day.


SMBK will be advertising for a part-time volunteer monitoring assistant for Angie.  She will send out the announcement.  


Angie will be going to the River Network Conference on May 21-25 in Virginia, and will be doing a presentation.  She will bring back materials and share them at the next meeting.


Angie will send a link for a study that compared different types of catch basins and storm drain inserts.  It also talks about continuous deflection units.


The Santa Monica Bay Restoration Commission did a study on a sub-watershed of Ballona Creek.


Angie talked about clean-ups and how many cigarette butts are found.  There are disposable ashtrays available from the Phillip-Morris website.  The ban on smoking on the beach is a good start, but trash comes from the upper watershed as well.  One time a medical bag with a syringe was found on a Ballona Creek clean-up.


A water treatment system for run-off coming from Ramirez canyon was put in with funding from the owners of the Paradise Cove restaurant.  A dam and a UV treatment system was put in.  There were consistently high hits of bacteria on the runoff before installation, and now there are hardly any bacteria in the water samples.  SMBK is going to use this story at their fundraising event as an example of how ordinary business owners can make a difference.

SCMI - Kerry Flaherty
SCMI now has data from January to the present on student boat trips including water quality, fish counts, invertebrate counts, and plankton identification.


The SCMI website is being updated and will include volunteer water quality data, boat trip data, and other information once it’s up and running.


Kerry will be on a boat trip collecting oceanographic data from Memorial Day weekend until around the 4th of July.  If anyone has questions on QA or needs bacteria samples run, contact Carrie Wolfe (cwolfe@csulb.edu, (310) 519-3181) or Kathleen Snow (ksnow@csulb.edu, (310) 519-3176).

FoLAR – Thea Wang

FoLAR had its major annual river clean-up (La Gran Limpieza) April 30/May 1st  and 3,000 volunteers participated.  There was educational workshops on Friday for water quality, and Northeast Trees did a WQ relay.  The clean-up was on Saturday with stations all along the river.  Thea was stationed at L.A. River at Willow St. and they collected the trash for weighing and characterization.  Most of the trash was Frito Lay bags, and they found 5 dirty diapers.

Thea talked to Paul Teensna who is now in charge of the other monitoring on the LA River, and he said that they needed better flow data.

Thea asked how we got rid of Cadmium waste (she has several gallons to dispose of), and Angie said that she would try and get her a contact to take care of it.

Thea is leaving FoLAR to get her PhD at UCLA, so her position will be opening up to coordinate RiverWatch and to hold educational workshops.

DIVERS – Martin Carreon


DIVERS monitored all but one of their regular snapshot sites for California Coastwide Snapshot Day.  They also participated in Cabrillo’s Earth Day, and will participate in the Long Beach Underwater Cleanup on May 15.  Martin will attend chamber day on May 5 as well.

Los Angeles/San Gabriel Rivers Watershed Council – Rick Harter


There has been $15 million in general funds put aside for the Los Angeles River over the next several years, although there will be a lot of competition for the funding.


The Compton Creek QAPP has been completed, and the LASGRWC is looking to start monitoring on it soon including getting information on flow.  The group suggested that World Monitoring Day would be a good date to start, and if they needed any technical advice to contact any of us.


Rick talked about the failure of SCMI’s 319 h proposal to be funded by the LARWQCB, and would like to still look into funding some of its ideas.  He said that Sam Ziegler from the EPA would like to see it revised and resubmitted.  

