LAST (Los Angeles Steering Team) Meeting Minutes

At the Southern California Marine Institute 

Wednesday, August 11, 2004, 7 pm

1. Introductions.  

Members in attendance included:  

	Name
	Organization
	Phone
	Email

	Kerry Flaherty
	Southern California Marine Institute
	(310) 519-3176
	kflahert@csulb.edu 

	Erick Burres
	SWRCB - Clean Water Team
	(213) 576-6788
	eburres@rb4.swrcb.ca.gov 

	Nidia Garcia
	Friends of Los Angeles River
	(323) 223-0585
	mail@folar.org 

	Claire Grozinger and Bob ?
	Bolsa Chica Conservancy
	(714) 536-4632
	sgrozinger@socal.rr.com 

	Don Schultz
	SurfRider, Huntington/Seal Beach
	(562) 430-2260
	ssurfdad@cs.com 

	Rick Pieper
	Southern California Marine Institute
	(310) 519-3172
	rpieper@csulb.edu 


2.  Speaker – Richard Pieper, director, SCMI.


Rick Pieper did a presentation on SCMI’s new CI-CORE project.  In the past, no funding was given for ocean “monitoring”, only projects that were considered “real” science.  The US Commission on Ocean Policy has changed that approach and wants to find links between coastal and watershed management through the Integrated Ocean Observing System (IOOS).  Previous projects have involved radars to map ocean waves and currents through Prop 40 and 50 funding.  This project will involve setting up two moorings, one at the LA River mouth and one at Pt. Fermin.  The instrumentation will take measurements for temperature, conductivity, depth, pH, DO, chlorophyll, and light transmittance.   The data from these moorings will initially go local aquariums near the mooring sites, then to the OSI/SCMI Fish Harbor lab, and finally to the CI-CORE web site in Moss Landing.  Data from the Palos Verdes mooring will go to the Cabrillo Marine Aquarium to be displayed and to be used in Cabrillo Aquarium’s research and educational programs.  Data from the Los Angeles river mooring will go to the Aquarium of the Pacific for display, research and education.   Some other projects that may be added include web cams, overhead flights, and remote sensing.  Suggestions were made to use balloons, blimps, or helicopters for overhead flights.  Various beaches have web cams already through LA lifeguards (watchtheocean.org).  Rick also gave out a worksheet so that groups could comment on what data they would find useful from these moorings.  This worksheet and the powerpoint presentation will be made available on the web at http://programs.scmi.us/cicore.html.  

3.  SCMI website – Kerry Flaherty.

The new SCMI website can be found at http://www.scmi.us.  Under the programs tab, there is a link for Citizen Monitoring where all of the 319 products are now found.  A searchable database of water quality data is also in the works.  There are links for the LAST committee with logos.  The by-laws, agendas, minutes, and other announcements are posted there as well.  

4.  The next meeting will be in November on a date, time, and place to be announced.  We may try to get a speaker on the Emap program.  A QA/QC will be held in September, and an equipment maintenance party will be held in October.

5. Group updates:

FoLAR – Nidia Garcia

Nidia Garcia is now the RiverWatch Coordinator at FoLAR and is getting used to the position.  FoLAR’s first sampling under her direction was held on August 10, 2004.  FoLAR now has a QAPP that was signed by Richard Pieper and Erick Burres at the meeting.  They will also be looking for some new equipment, especially turbidity meters since Hach has taken them off of the market for accuracy problems.  They have also been having problems with the subjectivity of the color wheel.  The group advised that they should use the color wheel for education only.

SurfRider Huntington/Seal Beach – Don Schultz

SurfRider participated in SCMI’s Seasonal Bacteria Study and snapshot today.  Don ran into Monica from Orange County Health Dept. at Seal Beach Pier, so we will be able to get a split sample at that site.  SurfRider is still involved in learning information about OCSD’s wastewater treatment plans.

Bolsa Chica Conservancy – Claire Grozinger and Bob

Bolsa Chica Conservancy has recently been restricted from monitoring water quality in the oil fields, and due to restoration activities, the loop trail and walk bridge will also be closed off.  A meeting will be held at their office on September 22, 2004 to reevaluate their monitoring program and for different people to give their suggestions.  Kerr Flaherty will be a speaker at their meeting, and all are welcome to attend.  The initial construction for the cut into the Bolsa Chica wetlands is starting soon, and monitoring should be done in the surf zone outside as well as in the wetlands. Construction on the bridge is slated to start October 1.

SCMI - Kerry Flaherty

SCMI had their summer Seasonal Bacteria sampling event today and processed samples for SurfRider as well.  The Supplemental Environmental Project fund has not been receiving much funding lately due to a lack of fines being assessed on polluters, so funding for this project is running out.  SCMI is working on getting all of our data up on the website.  There is now 6 month’s worth of data from our Demonstration cruises, so we will be looking to send out an initial report and look for funding.  Ross Clark from the Coastal Commission contacted Kerry about running the California Statewide Snapshot day, so recommendations were asked for.  If it is worth it monetarily, SCMI will think about being the coordinator for the event.

State Water Resources Control Board – Erick Burres
Erick has hired a new student assistant (Maria).  There has been a grant given to the San Gabriel River Foundation and an offroad group to do trash monitoring and evaluation in the upper S.G. river.  Erick will be doing a workshop for the Wetlands Recovery Project in August, and several train-the-trainer sessions throughout the state.  There may be one of these general water quality train-the-trainer sessions in our area in early winter.  Erick is willing to do workshops as long as they are TMDL related.

